
Foster care is a temporary arrangement in which adults provide care for underage children 
whose primary caregivers are currently unable to care for them. Adoption is a permanent 
process in which a child becomes the legal member of another family.1 

Because God has adopted us as children through the shed blood of Christ Jesus (Ephesians 5:1), 
we also are to reflect the love of God to the least of these. The Bible speaks clearly about taking 
care of the fatherless, widows and those that cannot speak up for themselves (Proverbs 31:8). 
We are to defend their cause, support their needs and even welcome them into our family if 
God allows. This is one of the best ways to be channels of God’s love and grace of the Gospel.2 

1.  www.adopt.org and www.childwelfare.gov
 2.  J.D. Greear Ministries: https://jdgreear.com/3-reasons-christians-should-consider-fostering/

Deuteronomy 10:18 (NIV)
He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner 
residing among you, giving them food and clothing.

James 1:27 (NIV)
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the 
world.

Isaiah 1:17
learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, 
plead the widow’s cause.

Matthew 25:35-40 (NIV)
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.’“ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see 
you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we 
see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.’

WHAT IS IT? 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT THIS TOPIC?

WHY, AS CHRISTIANS, DO WE CARE ABOUT THIS TOPIC?
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